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Judge allows Cleveland activist to keeps his
lawyers, despite prosecutorsʼ attempt to
remove them
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Antoine "Fahiem" Tolbert stands with attorney Maryam Assar in court. Judge William Vodrey ordered evidence to be

turned over "expeditiously" to Tolbert's defense team after denying prosecutors' attempt to disqualify Assar and

members of the Pattakos Law Firm. David Gambino

By David Gambino, cleveland.com

CLEVELAND, Ohio - A judge has rejected a request by Cuyahoga County prosecutors to
disqualify the law firm representing a Cleveland activist accused of extortion.

The decision came after prosecutors argued Maryam Assar, a member of the Pattakos Law
Firm, inappropriately met with victims of her client, Antoine “Fahiem” Tolbert, the day
after he was arrested.
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Tolbert leads a group called New Era Cleveland that claims to stage armed street patrols
in crime-laden neighborhoods to deter violence. He was charged with extortion and
intimidation. Authorities said he threatened the staff of Race Fuel gas station, in the Lee-
Harvard neighborhood, who declined to purchase protection services from his group in
August.

Tolbert’s attorneys say he merely exercised his constitutionally protected right to boycott
the store after staff refused to help him break up a fight between youths.

Following his arrest, his wife, Austreeia Everson, Assar and others met with some of the
gas station employees to discuss a 90-day “cooling off” period and dropping the charges.
In a superseding indictment against Tolbert, prosecutors named Everson and charged her
with extortion for the Aug. 15 meeting.

During the meeting, prosecutors said, Everson said one of the gas station owners who
didn’t want to participate needed to change his mind or he would “lose everything.”

“Your business is going to be over. Every single one. And then the relationship between
the Black and brown community will never be able to be healed. And I don’t want that,”
she said, according to a partial recording of the meeting.

Tasha Forchione, an assistant county prosecutor, asked Common Pleas Judge William
Vodrey to disqualify Assar and any other attorney from the firm in late March.

“Even if no criminal charges are brought against Assar, the appearance of impropriety —
that a defense attorney was present when a defendant’s spouse extorted and intimidated
witnesses — raises serious concerns,” she said in a motion.

While Vodrey weighed the decision, prosecutors also fought against turning over evidence
to Tolbert’s defense team. Vodrey on April 25 ruled he was “not persuaded” that Tolbert
should be deprived of his right to choose his attorney and ordered prosecutors to
“expeditiously” hand over evidence.

“We’re grateful that Judge Vodrey denied the prosecution’s baseless abusive motion to
disqualify our law firm and upheld our clients’ right to be represented by attorneys of
their choosing,” Peter Pattakos said in a statement.

“We look forward to further exposing the prosecutors’ and police’s shockingly abusive
and unconstitutional conduct toward our clients at the jury trial.”

The county prosecutor’s office declined to comment.
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Ohio Supreme Court orders judge to respond to bullying allegations in East

Cleveland mayorʼs case May. 2, 2025, 1:17 p.m.

Euclid man gets life in prison for 2023 Cleveland murder May. 6, 2025, 3:18 p.m.

The superseding indictment that named Everson also added charges against Tolbert and
New Era member Rameer Askew, 19, for a July 27 incident.

According to Tolbert’s attorneys, a video posted on the group’s Instagram profile shows
the incident. The footage appears to show Tolbert and another man, both armed,
attempting to detain a man accused of selling marijuana to children. The man runs away
and leaves behind his vehicle.

Tolbert, Askew and Everson are all represented by Assar, and all have pleaded not guilty.
They are set for trial on May 20.
If you purchase a product or register for an account through a link on our site, we may receive compensation.

By using this site, you consent to our User Agreement and agree that your clicks, interactions, and personal

information may be collected, recorded, and/or stored by us and social media and other third-party partners in

accordance with our Privacy Policy.

About Us

Advertise with us

About Cleveland.com

About Advance Ohio

Contact Us

Career Opportunities

Delivery Opportunities

Audience FAQ

https://www.cleveland.com/court-justice/2025/05/ohio-supreme-court-orders-judge-to-respond-to-bullying-allegations-in-east-cleveland-mayors-case.html
https://www.cleveland.com/court-justice/2025/05/euclid-man-gets-life-in-prison-for-2023-cleveland-murder.html
https://www.advancelocal.com/advancelocalUserAgreement/user-agreement.html
https://www.advancelocal.com/advancelocalUserAgreement/privacy-policy.html
https://www.advance-ohio.com/contact?utm_source=cleveland.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=advertise
https://www.cleveland.com/about-us/
https://www.advance-ohio.com/about/
https://www.cleveland.com/interact/2018/10/contact_us.html
https://www.advance-ohio.com/careers/
https://www.plaindealer.com/circulation/independent-contractors/
https://www.cleveland.com/digitalsubscription/faq/


Accessibility Statement

Subscriptions

cleveland.com

The Plain Dealer

Newsletters

Sun News

Already a Subscriber

Make a Payment

Manage your Subscription

Place a Vacation Hold

Delivery Feedback

Cleveland.com Sections

News

Sports

Entertainment

Politics

Opinion

Living

Betting

Rentals

Obituaries

Jobs

Deals in Your Area

Classifieds

Autos

Real Estate

https://www.cleveland.com/accessibility/
https://www.cleveland.com/subscribe/
https://subscribe.plaindealer.com/
https://link.cleveland.com/join/6fe/signup
https://www.cleveland.com/interact/2018/10/contact_us.html
https://myaccount.cleveland.com/SecurePage/Payment.aspx
https://myaccount.cleveland.com/Securepage/dashboard.aspx
https://myaccount.cleveland.com/securepage/VacationStop.aspx
https://myaccount.cleveland.com/securepage/MissedPaper.aspx
https://www.cleveland.com/news/
https://www.cleveland.com/sports/
https://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/
https://www.cleveland.com/open/
https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/
https://www.cleveland.com/living/
https://www.cleveland.com/betting/
https://classifieds.cleveland.com/cleveland/category/rentals
https://obits.cleveland.com/us/obituaries/cleveland/browse
https://www.cleveland.com/jobs/
https://link.cleveland.com/join/6fe/signup
https://classifieds.cleveland.com/cleveland
https://autos.cleveland.com/
https://classifieds.cleveland.com/cleveland/category/real-estate


Mobile

Mobile Apps

Your Regional News Pages

Lakewood

Beachwood

Brunswick

Strongsville

Parma & Parma Heights

More Communities

More on Cleveland.com

Sponsor Content

Sell your car

Post a job

Sitemap & search

Post a classified ad

Sell/rent your home

Videos

Archives

Follow Us

Twitter

Pinterest

Facebook

Instagram

RSS

| Privacy Policy | User Agreement | Ad Choices

https://www.cleveland.com/mobile-device/
https://www.cleveland.com/topic/lakewood/
https://www.cleveland.com/topic/beachwood/
https://www.cleveland.com/topic/brunswick/
https://www.cleveland.com/topic/strongsville/
https://www.cleveland.com/topic/parma/
https://www.cleveland.com/community/
https://www.cleveland.com/sponsor-content-index/?prx_adpz=1109
https://www.cleveland.com/placead/
https://hiring.cleveland.com/purchase/post-now/
https://www.cleveland.com/search/
https://www.cleveland.com/placead/
https://www.cleveland.com/placead/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJkc1COQO0WiZ2CI7dRdwAQ
https://www.cleveland.com/archives/
https://twitter.com/clevelanddotcom
https://www.pinterest.com/clevelanddotcom/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/clevelandcom/48573742500
https://instagram.com/clevelanddotcom
https://www.cleveland.com/arc/outboundfeeds/rss/?outputType=xml
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.cleveland.com/user-agreement/
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top


Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement, (updated

8/1/2024) and acknowledgement of our Privacy Policy, and Your Privacy Choices and Rights (updated 1/1/2025).

© 2025 Advance Local Media LLC. All rights reserved (About Us).

The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with

the prior written permission of Advance Local.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

YouTube's privacy policy is available here and YouTube's terms of service is available here.

Ad Choices

https://www.advancelocal.com/
https://www.advancelocal.com/
https://www.cleveland.com/user-agreement/
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#rights_top
https://www.cleveland.com/aboutus/
https://www.cleveland.com/communityrules/
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://www.youtube.com/t/terms
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top

