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‘I was robbed’: Mother of

teen slain in Bath mass

shooting seeks justice for

her son from Airbnb,

homeowner
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Elijah Wells, 18, and his mother Alicia Wells pose for a picture. Elijah was killed during a mass

shooting at an Airbnb party in Bath Township. His mother is calling for the shooters, the property

owner and Airbnb to be held accountable. Provided by Peter Pattakos

By Lucas Daprile, cleveland.com

CLEVELAND, Ohio — The mother of a teen killed during a mass shooting at an Airbnb party in Bath Township said she
wants the property owner and the rental platform to be held accountable for his death.

Just after midnight on Sunday, police say several people opened fire at a home on Top of the Hill Drive, wounding
seven people and killing one: Elijah Wells, 18, of Akron.

Wells, who died early Thursday morning, had been shot eight times while walking to the party, his mother, Alicia Wells,
said. In the wake of the shooting, Alicia Wells has hired attorney Peter Pattakos, and she is calling for the property
owner, Airbnb and the shooters to be held accountable.
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“My heart is aching,” Alicia Wells said. “Elijah was our everything. I don’t know what we’re going to do, but I want the
people responsible to pay.

“I was robbed.”

As of Thursday morning, all but two of the surviving victims had been released from the hospital, Bath Township Police
Chief Vito Sinopoli said in a statement.

Police have yet to make any arrests or publicly identify suspects. Investigators believe there were multiple shooters
because police on scene discovered four different casings from rifle and handgun bullets in the driveway of the house.

Earlier this week, the Youth Peace & Justice Foundation, founded in the wake of the Uvalde massacre in 2022,
announced it would offer up to $5,000 for information leading to the arrest of the shooters.

Bath Township is one of several municipalities that ban or restrict short-term rentals. Despite the ban, police say the $1.2
million house was available for rent on the platform, and the party was advertised on social media.

“This is exactly what laws were meant to prevent,” Pattakos said.
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Following the shooting, Bath Township’s trustees have called for residents to report homeowners who are violating
zoning ordinances by offer their homes as short-term rentals.

Police do not have authority to enforce criminal penalties against those who break zoning law by allowing short-term
rentals, Sinopoli said. Rather, those with complaints need to contact the township’s zoning department.

The property is owned by Shauna Gardner, who received the house from her husband Michael Jones before he was
sentenced to prison for six years over a mail fraud and wire fraud conspiracy.

Gardner could not be reached for comment. However, Sinopoli said police have been in touch with her and she has been
“cooperating fully” with the investigation.

Cleveland.com and The Plain Dealer reached out to an Airbnb official for comment.

Elijah Wells’ mother said her son had never been in trouble with the law. Rather, he liked sports, music and video
games, she said.
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“He’s a homebody. He stays home and plays his game. He don’t run in the streets. He’s never been in trouble with the
law. Never. My son is a good child,” Alicia Wells said.

During a Facebook live stream early Wednesday morning, Wells said her son’s condition had taken a turn for the worse.
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“They had to force air down his lungs,” Alicia Wells said. “He’s on life support. The machine is breathing for him.”

On Monday, when Elijah’s family members paid a visit, he was able to make small movements, cry and squeeze his
mother’s hand.

“Now today, there’s no signs of life in my son,” Alicia Wells said early Wednesday.

RECOMMENDED

Ohio Senate adds $400 million in homeowner relief as property tax bills head to governor Nov. 19, 2025, 8:37 p.m.

Mayfield bans Airbnb, Vrbo type rentals of less than 30 days Nov. 18, 2025, 10:56 a.m.

This is only one of many times a party at a local Airbnb has ended with gunfire or a police response. In 2017 in Bath, an
Airbnb party ended with a person shot in the leg. Other cities, such as Parma, Seven Hills and Cleveland, have also seen
Airbnb parties end in a heavy police response.

“It’s a known issue, this trend of mansion parties in short-term rentals and violent criminal conduct or harmful criminal
conduct happening at these parties,” Pattakos said. “For Airbnb and similar platforms like that to not take action, it goes
to their liability.”

Investigators have asked anyone who attended the party, has video of it, or has information about the suspects to
contact the tip line at intel@ohioattorneygeneral.gov or 855-224-6446.

Lucas Daprile

Lucas Daprile is a news reporter and advice columnist for cleveland.com and the

Plain Dealer. As the Stimulus Watch reporter, his coverage primarily focuses on how

local governments are spending their share of...more

ldaprile@cleveland.com

If you purchase a product or register for an account through a link on our site, we may receive compensation. By using this site, you consent to our User Agreement

and agree that your clicks, interactions, and personal information may be collected, recorded, and/or stored by us and social media and other third-party partners

in accordance with our Privacy Policy.

Around the Web

vitaliamontrose.com | Sponsored

Brought to you by

https://www.cleveland.com/news/2025/11/ohio-senate-to-add-400-million-in-homeowner-relief-as-property-tax-bills-near-passage.html
https://www.cleveland.com/community/2025/11/mayfield-joins-list-of-local-communities-disallowing-home-rentals-of-less-than-30-days.html
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2025/11/bath-township-shooting-renews-scrutiny-of-airbnb-party-houses-across-northeast-ohio.html
https://www.cleveland.com/staff/ldaprile/
https://www.cleveland.com/staff/ldaprile/
mailto:ldaprile@cleveland.com
https://www.advancelocal.com/advancelocalUserAgreement/user-agreement.html
https://www.advancelocal.com/advancelocalUserAgreement/privacy-policy.html
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-cleveland&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%201:
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://ads.simpli.fi/ctr?sifi=9455,4278750,44218036,48567641870673,29,0,0,0,0,19,1,v,32.74830,2.519100,0,0,0,8,59C9F37FD7DBF4B8A6D88E782BB80795,0,0,615765,1270,400,1,313526,0,604,0,701,bidder-base-prd-us-east4-b-0e598d47:9030-1763648681164-33135532,0,0,395291,2,0,0,12,44333,0,0.60,0,0,1250305906,0,0,0,2,-5,0,97,,0,313526,0,0,3,-1,156307,39,-1,5145476,0B7800CC5E5157810A132D634703CB65&tid=FC5B2897-42F1-4E11-84E1-6E2D720239AFB&at=1&turl=https%3A%2F%2Fvitaliamontrose.com%3Futm_source%3DMAV_ASL_MONT_SMP_Site_SimplifyLife%26utm_medium%3DMAV_ASL_MONT_SMP_Site_SimplifyLife%26utm_campaign%3DMAV_ASL_MONT_SMP_Site_SimplifyLife
https://ads.simpli.fi/ctr?sifi=9455,4278750,44218036,48567641870673,29,0,0,0,0,19,1,v,32.74830,2.519100,0,0,0,8,59C9F37FD7DBF4B8A6D88E782BB80795,0,0,615765,1270,400,1,313526,0,604,0,701,bidder-base-prd-us-east4-b-0e598d47:9030-1763648681164-33135532,0,0,395291,2,0,0,12,44333,0,0.60,0,0,1250305906,0,0,0,2,-5,0,97,,0,313526,0,0,3,-1,156307,39,-1,5145476,0B7800CC5E5157810A132D634703CB65&tid=FC5B2897-42F1-4E11-84E1-6E2D720239AFB&at=1&turl=https%3A%2F%2Fvitaliamontrose.com%3Futm_source%3DMAV_ASL_MONT_SMP_Site_SimplifyLife%26utm_medium%3DMAV_ASL_MONT_SMP_Site_SimplifyLife%26utm_campaign%3DMAV_ASL_MONT_SMP_Site_SimplifyLife


Homes.com | Sponsored

eBay US | Sponsored

Rolex Submariner Date 126610LN Watch 41mm Black Dial

Shop

GARY DEREMER, Carriage Group Realty - 979 Neptune Avenue. Akron, OH
3 Bed/1 Bath. Listing Agent: GARY DEREMER

Magazine Health | Sponsored

Dementia and Memory Loss Have Been Linked to a Common Habit
Do You Do This?

Learn More

eBay US | Sponsored

MSRP $14k - Streamline Heirloom Chain Link Bracelet David Yurman 18K 750 7.5mm
Shop

Graddi | Sponsored

Rugby Fans Can't Stop Talking About This Bottle
This bottle is ideal for Ohio State fans, collectors, or anyone who loves football history.

Read More

Imwing | Sponsored

For the True Whiskey Aficionado: Discover 24 Unique Expressions
Behind each door, a world-class whiskey. The ultimate collector's calendar

Learn More

Magazine Health | Sponsored

Tinnitus? Do This When The Ringing Won't Stop
Learn More

cleveland.com

Irate homeowner tired of ding-dong ditching: Strongsville Police Blotter

https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://www.homes.com/property/979-neptune-ave-akron-oh/g53xg7vk720fw
https://www.homes.com/property/979-neptune-ave-akron-oh/g53xg7vk720fw
https://www.homes.com/property/979-neptune-ave-akron-oh/g53xg7vk720fw
https://www.homes.com/property/979-neptune-ave-akron-oh/g53xg7vk720fw
https://www.homes.com/property/979-neptune-ave-akron-oh/g53xg7vk720fw
https://www.homes.com/property/979-neptune-ave-akron-oh/g53xg7vk720fw
https://www.homes.com/property/979-neptune-ave-akron-oh/g53xg7vk720fw
https://www.homes.com/property/979-neptune-ave-akron-oh/g53xg7vk720fw
https://www.homes.com/property/979-neptune-ave-akron-oh/g53xg7vk720fw
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-cleveland&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%202:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-cleveland&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%202:
https://tt.healthvitalgo.com/1uryv8ix5i
https://tt.healthvitalgo.com/1uryv8ix5i
https://tt.healthvitalgo.com/1uryv8ix5i
https://tt.healthvitalgo.com/1uryv8ix5i
https://tt.healthvitalgo.com/1uryv8ix5i
https://tt.healthvitalgo.com/1uryv8ix5i
https://tt.healthvitalgo.com/1uryv8ix5i
https://tt.healthvitalgo.com/1uryv8ix5i
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-cleveland&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%203:
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-cleveland&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=banner-on-product-desk-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%206:
https://tick.topchicdeals.com/2939a3db-53aa-4b33-a569-839778e7f661
https://tick.topchicdeals.com/2939a3db-53aa-4b33-a569-839778e7f661
https://tick.topchicdeals.com/2939a3db-53aa-4b33-a569-839778e7f661
https://tick.topchicdeals.com/2939a3db-53aa-4b33-a569-839778e7f661
https://tick.topchicdeals.com/2939a3db-53aa-4b33-a569-839778e7f661
https://tick.topchicdeals.com/2939a3db-53aa-4b33-a569-839778e7f661
https://tick.topchicdeals.com/2939a3db-53aa-4b33-a569-839778e7f661
https://tick.topchicdeals.com/2939a3db-53aa-4b33-a569-839778e7f661
https://tick.nerdygadget.com/818e4528-f4ee-4219-b9bb-d725a94a875d
https://tick.nerdygadget.com/818e4528-f4ee-4219-b9bb-d725a94a875d
https://tick.nerdygadget.com/818e4528-f4ee-4219-b9bb-d725a94a875d
https://tick.nerdygadget.com/818e4528-f4ee-4219-b9bb-d725a94a875d
https://tick.nerdygadget.com/818e4528-f4ee-4219-b9bb-d725a94a875d
https://tick.nerdygadget.com/818e4528-f4ee-4219-b9bb-d725a94a875d
https://tick.nerdygadget.com/818e4528-f4ee-4219-b9bb-d725a94a875d
https://tick.nerdygadget.com/818e4528-f4ee-4219-b9bb-d725a94a875d
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-cleveland&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%207:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-cleveland&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%207:
https://ww.gohealthvitall.com/bmou9s77ss
https://ww.gohealthvitall.com/bmou9s77ss
https://ww.gohealthvitall.com/bmou9s77ss
https://ww.gohealthvitall.com/bmou9s77ss
https://ww.gohealthvitall.com/bmou9s77ss
https://ww.gohealthvitall.com/bmou9s77ss
https://ww.gohealthvitall.com/bmou9s77ss
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-cleveland&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%208:
https://www.cleveland.com/community/2025/11/irate-homeowner-tired-of-ding-dong-ditching-strongsville-police-blotter.html
https://www.cleveland.com/community/2025/11/irate-homeowner-tired-of-ding-dong-ditching-strongsville-police-blotter.html
https://www.cleveland.com/community/2025/11/irate-homeowner-tired-of-ding-dong-ditching-strongsville-police-blotter.html
https://www.cleveland.com/community/2025/11/irate-homeowner-tired-of-ding-dong-ditching-strongsville-police-blotter.html
https://www.cleveland.com/community/2025/11/irate-homeowner-tired-of-ding-dong-ditching-strongsville-police-blotter.html


About Us

Advertise with us

About Cleveland.com

About Advance Ohio

Contact Us

Career Opportunities

Delivery Opportunities

Audience FAQ

Accessibility Statement

Subscriptions

cleveland.com

The Plain Dealer

Newsletters

Sun News

Already a Subscriber

Make a Payment

Manage your Subscription

Place a Vacation Hold

Delivery Feedback

cleveland.com

Father killed his daughter in Strongsville shooting, police say
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