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‘I was robbed’: Mother of
teen slain in Bath mass
shooting seeks justice for
her son from Airbnb,
homeowner
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Elijah Wells, 18, and his mother Alicia Wells pose for a picture. Elijah was killed during a mass
shooting at an Airbnb party in Bath Township. His mother is calling for the shooters, the property
owner and Airbnb to be held accountable. Provided by Peter Pattakos
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By Lucas Daprile, cleveland.com

CLEVELAND, Ohio — The mother of a teen killed during a mass shooting at an Airbnb party in Bath Township said she

wants the property owner and the rental platform to be held accountable for his death.

Just after midnight on Sunday, police say several people opened fire at a home on Top of the Hill Drive, wounding

seven people and killing one: Elijah Wells, 18, of Akron.

Wells, who died early Thursday morning, had been shot eight times while walking to the party, his mother, Alicia Wells,
said. In the wake of the shooting, Alicia Wells has hired attorney Peter Pattakos, and she is calling for the property

owner, Airbnb and the shooters to be held accountable.
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“My heart is aching,” Alicia Wells said. “Elijah was our everything. I don’t know what we’re going to do, but I want the

people responsible to pay.
“I was robbed.”

As of Thursday morning, all but two of the surviving victims had been released from the hospital, Bath Township Police

Chief Vito Sinopoli said in a statement.

Police have yet to make any arrests or publicly identify suspects. Investigators believe there were multiple shooters

because police on scene discovered four different casings from rifle and handgun bullets in the driveway of the house.

Earlier this week, the Youth Peace & Justice Foundation, founded in the wake of the Uvalde massacre in 2022,

announced it would offer up to $5,000 for information leading to the arrest of the shooters.

Bath Township is one of several municipalities that ban or restrict short-term rentals. Despite the ban, police say the $1.2

million house was available for rent on the platform, and the party was advertised on social media.

“This is exactly what laws were meant to prevent,” Pattakos said.
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Following the shooting, Bath Township’s trustees have called for residents to report homeowners who are violating

zoning ordinances by offer their homes as short-term rentals.

Police do not have authority to enforce criminal penalties against those who break zoning law by allowing short-term

rentals, Sinopoli said. Rather, those with complaints need to contact the township’s zoning department.

The property is owned by Shauna Gardner, who received the house from her husband Michael Jones before he was

sentenced to prison for six years over a mail fraud and wire fraud conspiracy.

Gardner could not be reached for comment. However, Sinopoli said police have been in touch with her and she has been

“cooperating fully” with the investigation.
Cleveland.com and The Plain Dealer reached out to an Airbnb official for comment.

Elijah Wells” mother said her son had never been in trouble with the law. Rather, he liked sports, music and video

games, she said.
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“He’s a homebody. He stays home and plays his game. He don’t run in the streets. He’s never been in trouble with the

law. Never. My son is a good child,” Alicia Wells said.

During a Facebook live stream early Wednesday morning, Wells said her son’s condition had taken a turn for the worse.
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“They had to force air down his lungs,” Alicia Wells said. “He’s on life support. The machine is breathing for him.”

On Monday, when Elijah’s family members paid a visit, he was able to make small movements, cry and squeeze his

mother’s hand.

“Now today, there’s no signs of life in my son,” Alicia Wells said early Wednesday.

RECOMMENDED

Ohio Senate adds $400 million in homeowner relief as property tax bills head to governor nov. 19, 2025, 8:37 p.m.

Mayfield bans Airbnb, Vrbo type rentals of less than 30 days Nov. 18, 2025, 10:56 a.m.

This is only one of many times a party at a local Airbnb has ended with gunfire or a police response. In 2017 in Bath, an
Airbnb party ended with a person shot in the leg. Other cities, such as Parma, Seven Hills and Cleveland, have also seen

Airbnb parties end in a heavy police response.

“It's a known issue, this trend of mansion parties in short-term rentals and violent criminal conduct or harmful criminal
conduct happening at these parties,” Pattakos said. “For Airbnb and similar platforms like that to not take action, it goes
to their liability.”

Investigators have asked anyone who attended the party, has video of it, or has information about the suspects to

contact the tip line at intel@ohioattorneygeneral.gov or 855-224-6446.

b!f’ Lucas Daprile
Lucas Daprile is a news reporter and advice columnist for cleveland.com and the
Plain Dealer. As the Stimulus Watch reporter, his coverage primarily focuses on how

local governments are spending their share of...more

Idaprile@cleveland.com
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Irate homeowner tired of ding-dong ditching: Strongsville Police Blotter
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Father killed his daughter in Strongsville shooting, police say

cleveland.com

@ cleveland.com
an ADVANCE ZIIE platiorm

in partnership with
THE PLAIN DEALER

v About Us

Advertise with us
About Cleveland.com
About Advance Ohio
Contact Us

Career Opportunities
Delivery Opportunities
Audience FAQ

Accessibility Statement

¥ Subscriptions
cleveland.com

The Plain Dealer
Newsletters

Sun News

v Already a Subscriber

Make a Payment

Manage your Subscription

Place a Vacation Hold

Delivery Feedback


https://www.advance-ohio.com/contact?utm_source=cleveland.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=advertise
https://www.cleveland.com/about-us/
https://www.advance-ohio.com/about/
https://www.cleveland.com/interact/2018/10/contact_us.html
https://www.advance-ohio.com/careers/
https://www.plaindealer.com/circulation/independent-contractors/
https://www.cleveland.com/digitalsubscription/faq/
https://www.cleveland.com/accessibility/
https://www.cleveland.com/subscribe/
https://subscribe.plaindealer.com/
https://link.cleveland.com/join/6fe/signup
https://www.cleveland.com/interact/2018/10/contact_us.html
https://myaccount.cleveland.com/SecurePage/Payment.aspx
https://myaccount.cleveland.com/Securepage/dashboard.aspx
https://myaccount.cleveland.com/securepage/VacationStop.aspx
https://myaccount.cleveland.com/securepage/MissedPaper.aspx
https://www.cleveland.com/crime/2025/11/father-killed-his-daughter-in-strongsville-shooting-police-say.html
https://www.cleveland.com/crime/2025/11/father-killed-his-daughter-in-strongsville-shooting-police-say.html
https://www.cleveland.com/crime/2025/11/father-killed-his-daughter-in-strongsville-shooting-police-say.html
https://www.cleveland.com/crime/2025/11/father-killed-his-daughter-in-strongsville-shooting-police-say.html
https://www.cleveland.com/crime/2025/11/father-killed-his-daughter-in-strongsville-shooting-police-say.html

¥ Cleveland.com Sections

News

Sports
Entertainment
Politics

Opinion

Rentals
Obituaries

Jobs

Deals in Your Area
Classifieds

Autos

Real Estate

¥ Mobile

Mobile Apps

¥ Your Regional News Pages
Lakewood

Beachwood

Brunswick

Strongsville

Parma & Parma Heights

More Communities

¥ More on Cleveland.com
Sponsor Content

Sell your car

Post a job

Sitemap & search

Post a classified ad

Sell/rent your home
Videos

Newspapers.com Archive



https://www.cleveland.com/news/
https://www.cleveland.com/sports/
https://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/
https://www.cleveland.com/open/
https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/
https://www.cleveland.com/living/
https://www.cleveland.com/betting/
https://classifieds.cleveland.com/cleveland/category/rentals
https://obits.cleveland.com/us/obituaries/cleveland/browse
https://www.cleveland.com/jobs/
https://link.cleveland.com/join/6fe/signup
https://classifieds.cleveland.com/cleveland
https://autos.cleveland.com/
https://classifieds.cleveland.com/cleveland/category/real-estate
https://www.cleveland.com/mobile-device/
https://www.cleveland.com/topic/lakewood/
https://www.cleveland.com/topic/beachwood/
https://www.cleveland.com/topic/brunswick/
https://www.cleveland.com/topic/strongsville/
https://www.cleveland.com/topic/parma/
https://www.cleveland.com/community/
https://www.cleveland.com/sponsor-content-index/?prx_adpz=1109
https://www.cleveland.com/placead/
https://hiring.cleveland.com/purchase/post-now/
https://www.cleveland.com/search/
https://www.cleveland.com/placead/
https://www.cleveland.com/placead/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJkc1COQO0WiZ2CI7dRdwAQ
https://cleveland.newspapers.com/?utm_campaign=footer&utm_source=web

¥ Follow Us
Twitter
Pinterest
Facebook

Instagram
S

]

Privacy Policy | User Agreement | [>Ad Choices

ADVANCELOCAL

Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement, (updated 8/1/2024) and
acknowledgement of our Privacy Policy, and Your Privacy Choices and Rights (updated 10/1/2025).

© 2025 Advance Local Media LLC. All rights reserved (About Us).
The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the prior written
permission of Advance Local.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

YouTube's privacy policy is available here and YouTube's terms of service is available here.

[>Ad Choices


https://twitter.com/clevelanddotcom
https://www.pinterest.com/clevelanddotcom/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/clevelandcom/48573742500
https://instagram.com/clevelanddotcom
https://www.cleveland.com/arc/outboundfeeds/rss/?outputType=xml
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.cleveland.com/user-agreement/
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.advancelocal.com/
https://www.advancelocal.com/
https://www.cleveland.com/user-agreement/
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#rights_top
https://www.cleveland.com/aboutus/
https://www.cleveland.com/communityrules/
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://www.youtube.com/t/terms
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top

